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I uktd Bob dutergh to look at tbo throe 
re coo t Democratic pro p o sal s for Vtotaam tad aee 
what a eta to moat weald look like which aaaphaalatd 
what was agreed rather thaa what was <Seagreed. 

X am by a* mesne clear that M cCa r thy will 

wish at aay poiat to have what is ag ree d eaderliaed. 
Z have wo Idea what Ted Feans Jj *s pelf Heal 
or Geerfe hCcGovera*s* nevertheless, what Bob 


or the Vico President — shoeld at aay tioae try 
to pell together the Vietnam positieee ia a positive 
way* 


W. w. Bestow 
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In an election campaign it is entirely proper that each candidate 
should seek to distinguish his position from those of his opponents. 

These distinctions, however, should not obscure the important 
areas of agreement which do exist. It is especially important that 
our enemies do not place exaggerated importance on marginal 
differences while underestimating the substantial consensus which 
exists. 

Within the last week three significant approaches to ending the 
war in Vietnam have been placed before the Democratic Party — 
and the American people: 

- Senator McCarthy!s seven points, 

- Senator Kennedy’s four points, and 

- the six points of the proposed Dutton/Gilligan platform. 

An objective analysis shows that there is little significant 
difference among any of these proposals or of the current policy of 
the United States Government. 

All four are in agreement on the following substantive points: 

- The U. S. seeks an honorable peace by peaceful means. 

- The future of Vietnam is a matter for the Vietnamese 

to decide for themselves. The U. S. should be prepared to consider 
assistance to the Vietnamese in building a viable political and economic 
post-war structure -- if they wish us to. 

- Within South Vietnam there should be free, honest elections 
in which all South Vietnamese should be allowed to compete peacefully. 

- All foreign troops should be withdrawn as soon as possible. 

- As rapidly'as possible the ARVN should take over from 
U. S. troops and U. S. troops should be reduced. 

- In the meantime, we should not widen the war; to the 
contrary, we' should de-escalate as rapidly as possible. 














- The most meaningful immediate step which the U. S. could 
take toward peaceful resolution of the conflict is the cessation of the 
bombing of North Vietnam. 
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Thus, the issues which exist are not those of fundamental policy. 
Essentially, they are questions of the best tactics and the proper 
timing to achieve these fundamental policies. 

The tactical issues themselves are largely the result of: 

- problems in semantics, 

- differences in the style of the candidates, 

- our intense search for some way of persuading the North 
Vietnamese that there ought to be a way of finding a mutually acceptable 
settlement, and 

- a sense of frustration resulting from the fact that the North 
Vietnamese are not yet ready to stop the war on any terms but their own. 

There should be no doubt that even these tactical differences .would 
be largely indistinguishable from each other after any one of the candidates 
assumed the responsibilities of power. The real difference would turn 
out to be not a matter of platform, policy, nor of program but the 
personal, political style of the President. 
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